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God’s grace is abundant. There is no end to the goodness, mercy, love, healing, forgiveness, and countless other ways he pours
out his blessings on His people. Through the endless reserves of
God’s grace, he enriches our lives and unites us together in his
family, the body of Christ.
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Greetings my Sisters,
I come grateful and humbled to bring you greetings in this new
year of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 2022. Last year we all
talked about COVID and feared the results from it. This year we are
still talking about COVID and how it affects us.
My Sisters, let’s talk about Faith. “Faith is the substance of things
hope for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
What are some of the things we need to put back in God’s hands by
faith? Wow, good question! We need to know that God has never let
us down, though we let Him down. Let us put our concerns back in His hands. We have
come this far by faith. Let us put the journey of life back in His hands. It is by Faith that we
have the strength to make it from moment to moment and day to day. Let us put the
things we cannot control back in His hands. It is by faith we overcome our fears. Let us
put anxiety and worry back in His hands. God’s grace saves us from the elements that
tries to distract us and lose focus. We need to rest assured that God is there for us. Yes, trials come and go, but, GOD has always stood by our side!
A contractor guarantees that his work will be done, God has given us our guarantee
(Ephesians 1:14). Therefore, we have confidence that God’s Work in us will be accomplished, but it will take time.
Let us stop worrying about COVID. Put it and everything that concerns us in His hands.
Keep praying. Keep social distancing, Keep sanitizing. Keep wearing your masks and most
of all keep the faith.

Dr. Ellen Jamerson

Dr. Ellen Jamerson, State President

Leading Ladies Gracefully Making a Difference
“For such a time as this.” Esther 4:14b
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Greetings,
God has blessed us to cross over into a New Year, and we are so
thankful for His grace and mercy. “Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, and to
take him at his word; Just to rest upon his promise, and to know; Thus
saith the Lord”. As the Omicron variant continues to sweep the United States, we are still standing! We are blessed women of God because we are covered, protected, and healed as we continue to walk
by faith.
The unprecedented times have caused us to move in a different direction. The VAMWMW
Alene B. Godwin Retreat was held virtually for the first time. Sis. Angenette Elder, our Retreat Organizer, accepted the challenge to produce a virtual retreat. The three speakers
were just amazing. Sis. Takisha Freeland of Georgia spoke on “Seedling Take Root,” “The
Wings You Need for your Winning Season”, our own Sis. Karen Minor-Turner speaking on
“Blossom in Fertile Ground,” Utilize your gifts as Child of God, and also from Georgia, Sis.
Linda Strickland speaking on “Mighty Oak Emerge,” “The Journey of Life”. What a time we
had with these three powerful women of God. The retreat was executed with success as
Sis. Elder walked by faith, and the results were amazing!
VAMWMW celebrates the accomplishments and activities of our sisters and locals. Congratulations to our State President, Dr. Ellen Jamerson, as she has been bestowed an honorary doctorate of Humane Letters. Take a look inside to see more accomplishments, community service, moments of inspiration, relax and pause to do a crossword puzzle and
laugh in our Tickle Your Funnybone section. We encourage you to send in your activities
and celebrations.
God bless you all as we continue to trust, watch, and pray.

Hattie C. Blackmon

Hattie C. Blackmon
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Local Alliances
Charlottesville
Danville
E.C. Bouey
E.C. Thompson
Danville
Fredericksburg
Lynchburg
Northern Virginia
Petersburg
Richmond
Suffolk
Tidewater
Wayland Blue Ridge
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Interdenominational Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows Association
of Danville, Virginia and Vicinity
Mrs. Shirby Keen, President

The Danville Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows celebrated their 39th Anniversary on December 12, 2021 with a
“Sisters Rocking with a Hattitude” Fashion Walk. A few sisters and guests paraded in hats of different styles, sizes and
colors. We then gathered at the end of
the week for our Christmas celebration
for a time of fun and games.

Congratulations and God’s blessings to
our very own, Dr. Ellen Jamerson, local
sister and State President and her husband, Rev. Dr. Samuel Jamerson on receiving a Doctorate of Humane Letters
from Eastern Theological Seminary of
Lynchburg, Virginia. May God bless you
in your endeavors.
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Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows Alliance of Petersburg and Vicinity
Mrs. M. Alice Johnson, President
“There is no greater calling than to serve your fellow men. There is no greater contribution
than to help the weak. There is no greater satisfaction than to have it done well.”
The Petersburg Alliance love to serve the community. It gives us great joy and satisfaction
to help fellow citizens in need. Every quarter, we support the local women and children
shelter, CARES Inc., (Crisis Assistance Response Emergency Shelter) with donations.

Mrs. Gloria W. Menyweather-Woods, Chair of the Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority, brought greetings at a ceremony for a new product processing and packing facility planned for the I-85 Business Center Park. Governor Ralph Northam visited
Lawrenceville, Virginia to make the official announcement of the partnership between the
Brunswick County IDA and Southern Virginia Vegetable Packing, LLC to construct a $4.2
million produce and packing facility.
M. Alice Johnson, President
Gloria W. Menyweather-Woods, Reporter
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Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows Fellowship of Richmond and Vicinity
Mrs. Valarie Thomas

The Richmond MWMW was asked to attend the Armstrong/Walker Football Classic Legacy Parade, on Saturday, November 27. This parade commemorates the legacy of the State
of Virginia’s greatest annual high school rivalry football game the “Armstrong/Walker
Classic”. For over 40 years (1938-1978) this special game took place annually on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. There is significant history with the Richmond Fellowship and the
Armstrong/Walker Classic. Our, founder, Dr. Elizabeth C. Bouey was one of the earliest
graduates and valedictorian of Armstrong High School, then known as Richmond Normal
Colored School. The name was later changed to Armstrong Normal School. There were
other Richmond local sisters who attended this school. Dr. Dolores Whitaker was crowned
Miss Armstrong in 1953 and Dr. Loretta H. Dennis was a majorette.
Attendees at the parade were, President Valarie Thomas, Elder Silvia Hathaway, who rode
on the back of a convertible on the parade route as representatives for the MWMW Fellowship of Richmond, Queen 1953, Dr. Dolores Whitaker who rode a sharp yellow convertible corvette, Elder Gina W. Cannon, Dr. Loretta H. Dennis and a few others in the
crowd.
What a joyous homecoming
as they celebrated the past,
present, and future of their
community.
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In The
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Medicine and You
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GO RED!
Virginia Sisters participated in WEAR RED DAY in recognition of Heart Health.
Mrs. Nadine Frost

Mrs. Deborah Robinson

Dr. Ellen Jamerson

Dr. Natalie White

Dr. Patricia Wormley

Dr. Margaret Brown Payton

Chaplian Eva J. Brown

Dr. Cheryl R. Evans

Dr. Loretta H. Dennis

Min. Linda Johnson

Mrs. Devera Barnhart
Mrs. Darlene Kelly

Mrs. Hattie Blackmon

Mrs. Michelle Butler

Mrs. Meredith Smith

Mrs. Renelda Brown

Mrs. Erica O’Neil-Scott

29

Mrs. Ernestene Williams

Tickle Your Funny Bone

At our weekly Bible
study, the leader asked
an elderly gentleman,
Walt, to open the meeting with prayer. Walt did
so in a soft voice. Another man, straining to
hear, shouted, “I can’t
hear you!” Walt replied,
“I wasn’t talking to you.”
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God Sent His Son, Jesus, to Save Us
Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus.
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.
11
Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;
12
That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:
13
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
14
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between
us;
15
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
16
And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
17
And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.
18
For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
19
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God;
20
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone;
21
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
22
In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
33
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"Amazing Grace" is a Christian hymn published in 1779, with words written in 1772 by the
English poet and Anglican clergyman John Newton (1725–1807). It is an immensely popular
hymn, particularly in the United States, where it is used for both religious and secular purposes.
Newton wrote the words from personal experience. He grew up without any particular religious conviction, but his life's path was formed by a variety of twists and coincidences that
were often put into motion by others' reactions to what they took as his recalcitrant insubordination. He was pressed (conscripted) into service in the Royal Navy. After leaving the service, he became involved in the Atlantic slave trade. In 1748, a violent storm battered his
vessel off the coast of County Donegal, Ireland, so severely that he called out to God for
mercy. This moment marked his spiritual conversion but he continued slave trading until
1754 or 1755, when he ended his seafaring altogether. Newton began studying Christian theology and later became an abolitionist.
Ordained in the Church of England in 1764, Newton became curate of Olney, Buckinghamshire, where he began to write hymns with poet William Cowper. "Amazing Grace" was written to illustrate a sermon on New Year's Day of 1773. It is unknown if there was any music
accompanying the verses; it may have been chanted by the congregation. It debuted in print
in 1779 in Newton and Cowper's Olney Hymns but settled into relative obscurity in England.
In the United States, "Amazing Grace" became a popular song used by Baptist and Methodist preachers as part of their evangelizing, especially in the South, during the Second Great
Awakening of the early 19th century. It has been associated with more than 20 melodies. In
1835, American composer William Walker set it to the tune known as "New Britain" in
a shape note format; this is the version most frequently sung today.
With the message that forgiveness and redemption are possible regardless of sins committed and that the soul can be delivered from despair through the mercy of God, "Amazing
Grace" is one of the most recognisable songs in the English-speaking world. Author Gilbert
Chase writes that it is "without a doubt the most famous of all the folk hymns".[1] Jonathan
Aitken, a Newton biographer, estimates that the song is performed about 10 million times annually.[2]
It has had particular influence in folk music, and has become an emblematic black spiritual.
Its universal message has been a significant factor in its crossover into secular music.
"Amazing Grace" became newly popular during a revival of folk music in the US during the
1960s, and it has been recorded thousands of times during and since the 20th century.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazing_Grace
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