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veetings VA T "W W Sisters.

e have come to the end of my tenure, “Leading Ladies Gracefully

aking a Difference for Such a Time as This.” How time flies. | would
ike to take this opportunity to express heartfelt gratitude to the
irginia Association of Ministers’ Wives and Ministers Widows for
llowing me an opportunity to serve as your 16" State President.
our support has been invaluable, and | will cherish each memory
nd milestone.

he journey has been enlightening and enriching and by the Grace of
God, we made it. You kept a great spirit throughout the difficulties of
COVID-19, a global pandemic, multiple deaths, and sickness, but you put faith in action. We
have enjoyed exceptional retreats, and remarkable conventions, virtually and now in-person.
The Lord blessed us abundantly and the experiences made us more determined to keep working
for the Lord and continue the work that was set before us. To God be the glory!

We are preparing for our State Convention at the Bella Vista Hotel & Suites in Lynchburg,
Virginia on April 25-27, 2024. The theme, “Overcoming for Such a Time as This” is a testament
of the victories won and it was worth it all. The state of Virginia will host the International
President’s Night honoring our own, Dr. Margaret Brown Payton, on June 26, 2024, in Houston,
Texas as she culminates her tenure.

Thank you for the moments we shared. Thank you for the learning experiences. Thank you for
the bonds of sisterhood. Thank you for the friendship. Thank you for showing love in action. | am
grateful and now ready to take my seat with the past presidents but will continue to work to build
this wonderful organization. Love you, my Sistas!

God bless and keep you!

Dr. Ellen Jamerson
VAMWMW President




veeungs.

am honored that Dr. Jamerson chose me to be the Newsletter Chair. |

m grateful that she entrusted me to transition our newsletter to a digital
ormat, eliminating the need for hard copies and printing. The digital
ormat saves money, allows for greater accessibility and interaction for
ur members, and ensures information is delivered in real time,
nywhere or anytime.

| genuinely appreciate Dr. Jamerson's positive attitude and outstanding support with this effort.
Thank you to the excellent collaboration with WebCo where Mrs. Erica O’Neil-Scott
provided excellent service with the digital formatting. Her knowledge, expertise and skills are
unmatched!

Thank you to the Local Presidents and others that provided the information that made our
Newsletter successful. We all worked well together, and | want to express my appreciation to
each of you for a job well done.

It was an absolute pleasure working with my sisters. The love, patience, dedication, and positive
energy made every issue enjoyable and productive. | am truly thankful for the opportunity to
serve these past four years. | pray God’s richest blessing upon you, your family, and our
Sisterhood.

With love and warm regards,

Hattie C. Blackmon
Chair










OFFICIAL CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MINISTERS’ WIVES and MINISTERS’ WIDOWS, Incorporated
Dr. Margaret Brown Payton, International President

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION (Please print legibly or type)

Membership Number Date
Name Phone
Address

City State Zip Code
Email Address

Church Denomination

MEMBERSHIP MUST BE PAID TO ATTEND

1. (ConvenRtion: REgIStration .« s sy s T e T s e SR S S e SRS $100.00
2. Late Convention Registration Fee (POSTMARKED AFTER APRIL 30) ... .. $ 25.00
3. Not attending CoNVeNtioN...........c.uiiuiiiiiiiiie e voee. . $100.00
4. Executive Board Meeting (Must be paid to attend) ... $ 10.00
(Only International Officers, Local, State/Nation Presidents, Life Members and Chairpersons of
International Committees and Commissions are eligible to attend.) |1 am a (Please check one)
D IAMWMW Officer |:| Local, State/Nation President D Life Member IAMWMW Chairperson
5. HETald HONOT RO ...ttt et e e e e e e et et eeea e e e e e e e e eean e eeenneees $ 10.00
6. Calendar-Birthday Month Day $ 5.00
Anniversary Month Day $ 5.00
7. LifeiMembership: (Ohe FImMe EEe) «u. s v st somiis o oo s s s sesi o s v $ 500.00
8. Individual Scholarship Contribution
e E.C.Bouey $
e  Ada Palmer .. $
o Gladden JBhASON sansrmmsr s s R e R $
o IRendellail iGCaYION . .musmmssmensssssssmsmpusnmsnssns sssmseigsss s s s s S s S S SIS $
9: HOAAQUAMETS wuisunvvmmmivanmomsm i s sy s s s s s R e S e e A S e e S e $
10. Ticketed Events
LEGACY LUNCHEON — TUeSaay ARSINO0N oo i e st $ 60.00
PRESIDENT'S BREAKFAST — Wednesday MOMING ...........c.ooieeoeeeoeoeeoeeeeee e $ 60.00
AWARDS GALA BANQUET — ThUrsday EVENING ..........eoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo $ 85.00
TOTAL
[ 3 | EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

| am a (year) graduation candidate. | understand | must have white clothes, a white robe, and white shoes to participate in
the graduation program.
Graduation Requirements... Three years of study in the same Module = Graduation from Module with certificate

Nine years of study (graduation from all three Modules) = Alumnae may purchase a Stole

Twelve years of study = Alumnae can purchase the Medallion

(ONE CLASS ONLY)
MODULE: Honoring the Temple
LifeiChanges — LIVINg:a LEGaCY «uyvmams sy v o s s v s AA-1 | ]
Three D’s: Defeating Dominant DISEASES ...........c...eereeiurrrereeiereeeeiiireeeeeiseseseeeasesesssaseeeeesses AA-2 | |
IS A ADOUE YOU ..ot AA-3 | ]
PRYSICAI-FINEES :onamsnmmsnmammms s s s s s s e e s S i AA-4 | ]
MODULE: Minding the Ministry
Christian LEAAEIS LEAM ........evviiiiiiiiiei e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e et e et ettt e e e e e e e eaeeees BB-1| |
Targeting TOday’s YOULN ........ueiiieiiiii ettt ettt ettt e e ettt e e e et e e e e e ereeee e e s BB-2| ]
CyDEISPACE ANA YOU .....oiieiieieeee e BB-3 | ]
Womeén's Ministry: Leading and LIING ucrepsmsmasn e o maasis i s s rasie: BB-4 | ]
MODULE: Celebrating the Spirit
WOmeN as MINISEIY PAMNEIS .......ccoiiiiieiiiiiiiiiie e e et e e e e e et e e e e e e CC-1] ]
MEANINGTUI MEIOTIES ... ..ot cc-2| |
Praise i MONON ooy s ar s i e e T A S S T e CC-3
New Beginnings: Life Beyond Death (Widowhood) ..........c..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e CC-4
MAKE ALL FORMS OF PAYMENT PAYABLE TO IAMWMW IAMWMMW OFFICE USE ONLY
SEND CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO Date Received Total $
Dr. Loretta H. Dennis Method of Payment. Cash Credit Card
3925 River Bluffs Place Money Order # Organization Check #
Richmond, VA 23223 e
On Site Registration: Cash/Credit Card/Money Order/
Organizational Check /Cashier Check
Revised 01/2024
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Tidewater
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Danville Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows
Yolanda Coppage - President
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Enjoying the reason for the season and a time of
fellowship with the Sisters and their families.
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MWMW Martinsville-Henry County & Vicinity
Mrs. Erica O’Neil-Scott Acting, President

MWMW Martinsville-Henry County is excited to be your host for the
73rd Annual VAMWMW Convention to be held in Lynchburg, Virginia
on April 26-April 27. We are expecting God to do great things and hope
you would join us. Our theme, “Overcoming For Such a Time as This”

is a testament of the victories we’ve won in the past four years. God is
faithful.

We submit to the will of the Lord who came to claim His own, our
president, Mrs. Deborah Robinson. Earth has no sorrow that the God of
heaven cannot heal. We pray that her family is comforted at this time.
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Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows of Petersburg and Vicinity

Because of His mercies, we are not consumed. They are new each morning.
(Lamentations 3:22-23)

We are so grateful for our “beloved” and “devoted” President, M. Alice Johnson, and we honor
her for her strong and steadfast leadership. Our members/numbers are very few and they
continue to dwindle BUT our President ALWAYS delivers above and beyond as she keeps us
focused on Unity.

Membership Participation

The James Solomon Russell Museum/Saint Paul’s College Museum and Archives hosted a
Community Prayer Breakfast on January 6, 2024. Gloria Wesson Menyweather-Woods, Museum
Board Member, and a member of MWMW of Petersbug and Vicinity served as Convenor.

Our President, M. Alice Johnson, attended a Martin Luther King Celebration at the Petersburg
Library on Sunday, January 14, 2024, donating canned goods as requested. Our President’s
husband, Dr. Clyde Johnson, was speaker for Martin Luther King Day at First Baptist Church in
Petersburg, VA. Our President is also an active member of the Nursing Home Ministry.

MWMW of Petersburg and Vicinity donates to CARES (Crisis Assistance Response Emergency
Shelter) in Petersburg, VA.

MWMW member Sister Wendy Dudley has had some challenging health issues requiring her to
be hospitalized several times. But God has been good and faithful to her, and she continues to
serve our organization, her church and people. She is also an Advance Lifestyle Coach certified
through CDC to teach people how to delay, prevent, and control diabetes.

Gloria Wesson Menyweather-Woods - Reporter
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RICHMOND MWMW FELLOWSHIP

Valerie Thomas, President

Accomplishments and Acknowledgements

A. Won the Queens Contest for years 2022 and 2023.
The 2022 Queen was Dr. Sylvia Hathaway. The 2023
Queen was Dr. Dolores Whitaker.

B. The local presents two $1,00 scholarships and one
$500.00 scholarship to any student attending Virginia
Union University.

C. Awarded the IAMWMW 100% Member Participation Award in 2022 and 2023.

D. Birthday Cards are sent each month to members and they are recognized at monthly
meetings.

E. Richmond Fellowship helps Ministers’ Widows who are in financial need.

F. The Local President, Mrs. Valerie Thomas, and Dr. Eleanor Morris visited five local
Ministers’ Widows aged ninety years and above. They were Mrs. Marian Garrard, Mrs.
Mary Green (now deceased), Reverend Helen Edwards, Dr. Mary Gordon West, and Mrs.
Beulah Blake. We also had the opportunity to visit with Dr. West on her ninety-first
birthday.

We thank God and give Him the glory for enabling us to make the foregoing noteworthy
accomplishments.
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Highlighting the accomplishments of our sisters.

. “Lady of Grace”
. IAMWMW Hall of Honor Inductees
. PK Poet

. VAMWMW at Founder’s Weekend

7

41



“Lady of Grace”
Dr. Ellen Jamerson

Dr. Ellen Jamerson took the reigns of the Virginia Association of
Ministers Wives and Ministers’ Widows in the height of a global
pandemic. She prayed and asked God to lead and guide her as she
would have to conduct business in an unusual and untraditional
way. God quieted her spirit and the theme came forth, “Leading
Ladies Gracefully Making a Difference: For Such a Time as This.”

The walk of grace was met with a few challenges, but with God’s

help, Sisterly encouragement and perseverance, God saw her

through. Conventions, Retreats, and meetings were held virtually
via ZOOM and Phone Conference. “Oh, Happy Day” sung by President Jamerson
and the Vice Presidents and Go Pink were a few of highlights of that time. The
method was different, but each task was completed with careful planning, profes-
sionalism and Godly excellence.

We salute you, Dr. Jamerson, for a job well done!

The Virginia Association Sisterhood
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“BE STILL”

By Fekcia Y. Scott
Daughter of Reverend Dr. Sherleen B. Scott

Searching for a sign that you are still here,
For it is your presence I seek.

Seeking a place to find peace of mind.
Searching for myself, I have not seen me in a while.
Feeling lost and losing sleep,

As I watch the world crumble at my feet.

Yet I still find myself alone,

With no one to talk to and nowhere to go.
Alone by myself, trying not to give up,
Searching for someone I can just touch.

I am stirring around in the wrong mix,

By searching for a worldly fix.

Still trying to handle everyday life,

While struggling with insecurities deep inside.
You have allowed the enemy to get in
And he surely does not want you to win.
Those memories buried inside your mind,
Are things that have bothered you years at a time.
A broken spirit, and a crushed heart are reminders of pain,
And constantly speaking negative about your name.
Like a mural on the wall, you begin to fade away,
Into the chaos and confusion, of that day.
Alone in your tears surrounded by pain,
Crying because you cannot take it again.
You cannot handle this, I heard the enemy say,
All because I am standing in your way.

The more I whispered in your ear,

You stood and shuttered in fear.

That is why I am getting in your head.
Because you think I want you dead.
Unequipped to fight that is your will,

But God is telling you be still.

I will give you the wisdom to endure,

And for this remember my promises are sure.
The will is stand and not fight,

But to do those things that are right.

Your victory has already been won,

If you keep your eyes on the son.

Say yes and obey His will,

And do what the Master said, “Be Still.”
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Fruit Salad

2 boxes French vanilla instant pudding pie &amp; filling mix (dry)

1 large (16-0z) sour cream

1 large Cool Whip

1 small Cool Whip

2 large cans fruit cocktail

2 small cans diced pineapple

1 large can peaches, chopped up

1 small can peaches, chopped up

2 small can mandarin oranges

1 bag miniature marshmallows

Drain fruit, save juice. Mix dry pudding mix and sour cream, slowly add some juice until mixture
is like pudding, very smooth and no lumps. Add Cool Whip and mix until very fluffy. Add drained

fruit last. Refrigerate. This make a big bowl and is delicious!

Spinach Dip

Ingredients:

2 (8-0z) packages Philadelphia cream cheese

1 Tablespoon sour cream, room temp

1 package Knorr Vegetable Soup Mix (dry)

2 (10-0z) package frozen spinach, thawed and drained

Preparation:

Squeeze spinach until dry.

In a medium bowl, stir all ingredient in the order listed. Cover and refrigerate at least for 2 hours.
Stir before serving.

Delicious with crackers, pumpernickel bread, or chopped vegetables.

61



TicKLE YOUR FUNNY ‘BONE

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine:
but a broken spirit drieth the bones. Proverbs 17:22

What happened when a faucet, a

tomato, and some lettuce ran a WHAT KIND OF CAR
e togetheny WOULD JESUS DRIVE?
The lettuce was ahead, the faucet
was running, and the tomato was A CHRISTLER
trying to ketchup.

You heard the rumor going
around about butter? What does a house wear?

Never mind, | shouldn’t Address!

spread it.
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The Grace of God

Ephesians 2:8-9

&For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
° Not of works, lest any man should boast.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

° And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will |
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when | am
weak, then am | strong.

Hebrews 4:15-16

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
John 1:16-17

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:10

But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abun-
dantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

Jonah 3:10

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do
unto them; and he did it not.

Ezekiel 33:11

Say unto them, As | live, saith the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way
and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

Ezekiel 18:32
For | have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
Jeremiah 26:3

If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that | may repent me of the evil, which | purpose to do unto them
because of the evil of their doings.
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Prane G fymn

"Pass Me Not'
Author: Fanny Crosby

Fanny Jane Crosby (1820-1915) “set the standard for the ‘successful’ writing of gospel hymns,”
according to UM Hymnal editor Carlton R. Young. She was the author of over 8,500 gospel songs.

Blind at six weeks of age, Crosby began composing texts at age 6. She began her study at age 12 at
the New York School for the Blind, a school she later served as a teacher. A friend of several
presidents, Crosby became one of the most important advocates for the cause of the blind in the
United States, addressing a session of Congress on the topic.

Her texts were set to the compositions of some of the most prominent gospel composers of the day
including William Bradbury, William Doane, Robert Lowry and Ira Sankey. Crosby composed
under a number of pen names. She married blind musician Alexander Van Alstyne, and British
hymnals insist on using her married name, Frances Van Alstyne.

“Pass me not” (1868) first appeared in Songs of Devotion for Christian Associations (1870), a
collection compiled by William H. Doane (1832-1915). The late hymnologist William J. Reynolds
discovered that the inspiration for this hymn was the result of a visit to a prison by the poet during
spring 1868. He notes: “After she had spoken and some of her hymns had been sung, she heard
one of the prisoners cry out in a pleading voice, ‘Good Lord, do not pass me by’; Following Doane’s
suggestion, she wrote a hymn that evening incorporating the line, “Pass me not, O gentle Savior.”

The hymn gained international recognition when introduced by Dwight L. Moody and Ira D.
Sankey during their London revivals. According to Dr. Young, “This is Crosby’s first hymn to win
worldwide acclaim.”

The text would seem to have a biblical basis on the blind beggars’ plea to Christ: “And, behold, two
blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have
mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. And the multitude rebuked them, because they should
hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of

David” (Matthew 20:29-31; See also Mark 10:46-52 and Luke 18: 35-43).

Putting herself in the place of the suffering and disregarded, Crosby understood that some had
been so rejected that it took faith to realize that Christ is the one who would never pass anyone by.
His actions in so many cases bore witness that he cared for those forgotten by others including
women, Samaritans and lepers, to name a few, who were deemed to be outcasts in their day.

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-pass-me-not-o-gentle-savior
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